Misnomers in oral pathology.
Diseases which involve the oral cavity usually derive their names from either Greek or Latin. These terms are customarily based on etiology or description of the lesion. However, because of various reasons, some of these terms are misnomers. To review commonly encountered misnomers in oral pathology. Most of the misnomers encountered in oral pathology may arise from lack of understanding of underlying etiology, pathogenesis, histopathology, and/or concepts. Some misnomers are due to imprecise translations from word origins, etymological bungles, and/or factual errors. Clinical, histopathological, and/or etymological explanations are used to analyze and elucidate the nature of these misnomers. Alternative terms, where possible, have been suggested.